The Writing Journey
In this presentation I will introduce students to the process of writing and having
a novel published. I want to make connections with how my writing experience is
relevant to the students’ own writing experience.

Where Do Authors Get Ideas for Novels?
I will show students journal entries, family
photos, stories, and people I met who gave me
the ideas for Lost on the Prairie and for the
other book projects I am working on.

The initial inspiration for my novel came from a
memoir written by a great aunt of mine I had never
met

I want to help students understand that ideas for their writing are all around
them.

Writing a Novel- I will introduce the
two different approaches to writing a
novel- the pantser and plotter methods
and explain them to students. We will
talk about the advantages and
disadvantages of both methods.

Working on a writing assignment in my office

I want to help students understand how we all have our unique writing style.

Researching a Novel- I had to learn
about so many different things while
writing my novel. I will give examples of
how field trips, libraries, interviews,
family trees, old documents, books,
websites, and other sources provided
the necessary reference material to
Interviewing Sisseton-Wahpeton elder Naomi Parker helped make my
manuscript more authentic and culturally appropriate

make my book authentic.

I want students to realize the importance of doing accurate research.

Publishing a Novel- I will introduce
students to the people who helped make
publishing my novel a reality- my writers’
group, acquisitions editor, cover designer,
copy editor and book designer.

Meeting with my acquisition’s editor Lara Kordic in Victoria,
British Columbia

I want students to appreciate the value of teamwork in the writing process.

Promoting a Novel
Students may not realize that promotion is a
key component for a writer, and I will show
photos and explain what a book launch is,
how my book was presented on social media,
show examples of newspaper articles, play
clips of radio and television interviews, and
Promoting my book at a fair.

give tips for how to promote your writing. I

will also show students my book website.

I want students to know it is positive thing to be proud about sharing their work
and celebrating their writing.

