Researching A Novel

In this presentation I will introduce the different kinds of research I did to write
my novel Lost on the Prairie which is set in 1907. I will provide students with
tips for doing each kind of research.
Interviews- I interviewed family
members, local historians, Indigenous
elders, and animal experts. We will talk
about how to prepare for a research
interview and conduct one. I will show
photos of the people I interviewed and
share what I learned from them.
With Naomi Parker an Indigeous elder I intervewed for my book

Studying Old Newspapers, Maps and Schedules- I went to local libraries and
looked at newspapers from 1907 on microfiche. I will explain how that works
and what I learned. I will also show how looking at railroad schedules and maps
influenced the plot of my story.

Field Trips- I made trips to the sites
in my book to take photos, talk to
people, ask questions, and imagine
scenes. I will show slides and explain
how my on- site visits informed my
novel. How can students keep a record
of places they visit to use in future
I was almost blown away when I climbed to the top of a high hill in
Sisseton South Dakota that I wanted two of my characters climb in the
novel

writing?

Scientific Information- In order to write my book, I had to learn about so many
things including what if feels like to drown, how the first elevators worked, the
migration of Monarch Butterflies, what happens when you step into quicksand
and what gophers eat. I will talk about why checking and double- checking
information is so important and give examples from my novel.

I visited a butterfly exhibit to learn more about monarchs

I read books about gophers since the boy in
my story adopts a family of them.

Family Trees, Photos and Heirlooms- Since the novel was inspired by events
from my family’s history I will share family heirlooms, family trees and photos of
my ancestors that influenced my writing. We will talk about the students’ photos
and heirlooms that might inspire a story.

This photo of my grandparents on their
honeymoon gave me the idea for how two
of my characters in the novel would
reconnect with other

Visiting the tombstone of my great grandparents
who inspired characters in my novel

Dates, Places and Times- I will give examples about how important it was to be
true the time in which my novel was written when it came to language use,
music, food, and manners. I will show how researching the way places had looked
in 1907 helped to influence my story.

